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* Acquisition: Alexion Pharma

ceuticals, Inc. completed the previ

ously announced acquisition of 

Syntimmune. The acquisition adds 

to the company’s growing pipeline 

with the addition of clinicalstage 

SYNT001, a humanized mono

clonal antibody that inhibits the 

interaction of neonatal Fc receptor 

(FcRn) with Immunoglobulin G 

(IgG) and IgG immune complexes 

with the potential to treat a num

ber of rare IgGmediated diseases. 

2 Nov 2018 (www.alxn.com)

* Licensing: Amyris, Inc., has 

already expanded its origi

nal collaboration with Yifan 

Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.  from 

its September 2018 agreement. 

Yifan will add a second molecule 

from Amyris to its vitamin port

folio. One of the leading Chinese 

pharmaceutical companies, Yifan 

focuses on innovation, R&D, 

manufacturing and sales of active 

pharmaceutical ingredients includ

ing nutritional products, and tra

ditional Chinese medicines. 8 Nov 

2018 (www.amyris.com)

* Divestiture: Cipla Ltd.’s subsidiary 

InvaGen Pharmaceuticals Inc. has  

entered  into  definitive  agree

ments  with  two closing stages for 

a proposed acquisition of Avenue 

Therapeutics, Inc., a company   

focused   on   the development  

and  commercialisation  of  intra

venous  (IV)  Tramadol. 13 Nov 

2018 (www.cipla.com)

* Acquisition: CytoDyn Inc., a 

biotechnology company devel

oping a novel humanized CCR5 

monoclonal antibody for multiple 

therapeutic indications, announc

es that on Friday November 16, 

2018 it completed the previously 

announced acquisition of privately 

held ProstaGene, LLC. The total 

transaction value was approxi

mately $15.4 million. 19 Nov 2018 

(www.cytodyn.com)

* Acquisition: The Grünenthal 

Group has agreed to acquire 

AstraZeneca’s European rights to 

Nexium and the global (ex US and 

Japan) rights to Vimovo for a total 

consideration of up to US$ 922 m 

(€ 811 m). Nexium (esomeprazole) 

is a proton pump inhibitor (PPI) 

that helps to reduce the amount 

of acid produced by the stomach 

in patients with gastroesophageal 

reflux conditions and ulcers. It has 

a number of indications, including 

the prevention and treatment of 

gastric ulcers induced by pain

relieving nonsteroidal antiinflam

matory drugs (NSAIDs). Vimovo is 

a fixeddose combination tablet 

of naproxen, a painrelieving 

nonsteroidal antiinflammatory 

drug (NSAID) and esomeprazole, 

the same gastroprotective active 

ingredient as in Nexium. It is indi

cated for the symptomatic treat

ment of osteoarthritis, rheumatoid 

arthritis and ankylosing spondyli

tis in patients at risk of developing 

NSAIDassociated gastric and/

or duodenal ulcers. 30 Oct 2018 

(www.grunenthal.com)

* Acquisition: The Grünenthal 

Group has acquired the USbased 

pharmaceutical company Averitas 

Pharma, thereby extending its 

commercial footprint to the 

United States. Averitas Pharma 

will be commercialising the pain 

patch Qutenza® (8 % capsaicin) for 

Grünenthal in the US. Grünenthal 

had only recently acquired the 

remaining global rights, including 

the US rights, for the product from 

Acorda Therapeutics. 14 Nov 2018 

(www.grunenthal.com)

* Distribution: Lannett Company, 

Inc. has entered into an agreement 

with Amneal Pharmaceuticals, 

Inc. with regard to Levothyroxine 

Sodium Tablets USP.  Under 

the agreement, Amneal will 

be Lannett’s sole customer for 

Levothyroxine Sodium beginning 

December 1, 2018 through March 

23, 2019, and will resell the prod

ucts to its customers.  Lannett will 

receive an upfront payment of $50 

million, other terms of the transac

tion were not disclosed. 12 Nov 

2018 (www.lannett.com)

* Commercialisation: Moberg 

Pharma signed an exclusive 

agreement with Mundipharma to 

commercialise Emtrix®, Moberg’s 

lead fungal nail product. Moberg 

Pharma will exclusively supply the 

product, and Mundipharma will 

be responsible for local registra

tion and commercialisation in the 

Middle East and Africa, focusing 

initially on three markets in the 

region. 5 Nov 2018 (www.moberg

derma.se)

BD People on the Move

* Antibe Therapeutics Inc: Angus 

Russell, Dominique Monnet, 

Andrew Powell and Rami Batal 

havebeen appointed to the com

pany’s Business Development 

Advisory Board. (Press Release 22 

Oct 2018)

* Dr. Reddy’s Laboratories Ltd.: 

Nicole Rengstorf, who has been 

Associate Director OutLicensing, 

has left the company. (Pers Comm 

29 Oct 2018)

* Grupo Menarini: Daniel 

Inarejos, until recently Business 

Development Manager at Hetero 

Europe S.L., has been appointed as 

Business Development & Licensing 

Manager responsible for LATAM. 

(Pers Comm 15 Nov 2018)

* Kamada Ltd.: Eitan Kyiet, 

who served as Chief Operating 
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Officer of PolyPid, a clinicalstage 

emerging biopharmaceutical 

company, has been appointed 

as Vice President of Business 

Development. (Press Release 24 

Oct 2018)

* Pharmaceutics International, 

Inc.: Hank Nowak, who most 

recently served as the Head of 

Global Business Development at 

Metabolon, Inc., has been appoint

ed as Vvice President of Business 

Development (Press Release 13 

Nov 2018)

Newcomers to euroPLX 
68 Athens (part 2)

Since the first euroPLX Conference 

in 1995 more than 1,700 pharma

ceutical and biotechnology com

panies have attended this partner

ing conference. Although many 

of them keep returning, euroPLX 

has managed to attract 10 to 20% 

newcomers to each of the past 67 

conferences. Here are some first

time attendees that have regis

tered for euroPLX 68 Athens:

Acdima BioCenter (www.

acdima.com) is based in Amman, 

Jordan. As a Contract Research 

Organization Acdima focuses on 

bioequivalence and pharmaceuti

cal studies.

AFCO SA is a Greek privately 

owned company. In the pharma

ceutical sector AFCO represents 

companies and offers service to 

pharmaceutical developers for 

licensing generic pharmaceutical 

products in the Balkan area. 

Alrazi Pharma Industries Ltd 

(www.alrazipharma.com) is 

based in Dammam, Saudi Arabia, 

producing and delivering quality 

products across Saudi Arabia and 

Arabian Gulf region in compliance 

with the highest international 

standard. 

Based in Hanoi, Vietnam, Anminh 

Pharma Company (www.

anminhpharma.com.vn) imports 

and distributes a wide range 

of quality, affordable generic 

medicines, food supplements and 

medical devices, trusted by health

care professionals and patients in 

Vietnam.

Germanybased Artesan Pharma 

GmbH is part of the Klosterfrau 

Group. As a midsized german 

CDMO with more than 50 years 

experience in the development 

and manufacturing of RX, OTC, 

Medical and Phyto products the 

company has five GMP approved 

plants in Germany for the manu

facture of solids, lozenges, liquids 

and gel syringes and deliver high 

quality and costeffective solu

tions to our customers.

Headquartered in Buenos Aires 

and with offices in Uruguay and 

Mexico, as well as representations 

in other South American countries, 

Conderco (www.conderco.net) 

represents manufacturing compa

nies for both, API & FDF through 

LATAM region.

As one of the most prominent 

companies in Israel engaged in the 

healthcare, the CTS Group (www.

cts.co.il) imports, exports, devel

ops, manufactures and market 

prescription drugs, OTC medica

tions and medical devices  diag

nostics and genetics. The compa

ny’s Healthcare Division manufac

tures and exports pharmaceutical 

products, dermocosmetics and 

toiletries to Australia, Hong Kong, 

UK, South Africa, Turkey, Central 

and Eastern European countries, 

USA and Russia. 

Based in Brescia, Italy, Gruppo 

Farmaimpresa Srl (www.farmaim

presa.com) focuses on design, 

development, patent and manu

facture of innovative medical 

devices (class I, II, III), food supple

ments and dermo cosmetics. The 

company‘s products are sold in 

more than 30 countries and our 

portfolio is composed of more 

than 150 products.

Medreich (www.medreich.co.uk) 

is based in London and specialises 

in generic pharmaceuticals, with 

an established presence across 

the globe and active in the United 

Kingdom with its own label. Since 

2015 the company is part of the 

Japanese Meiji Group.

OAHealth is a rapidly expand

ing independent Dutch medical 

service company active in medical 

healthcare and the pharmaceuti

cal industry. OAHealth is actively 

engaged in licensing, partnering, 

developing and marketing late

stage specialty medicines as well 

as medical devices and consumer 

brands.

Indiabased RA Chem Pharma 

(www.rachempharma.com), is a 

vertically integrated generic phar

maceutical company offering API, 

formulations and clinical research. 

All the sites of RA Chem Pharma, 

a API manufacturing facility, a 

solid dosage formulation manu

facturing facility, and a Clinical 

Research & Biosciences division 

are approved by US FDA, EDQM/

EU GMP, TGA Australia, Health 

Canada etc.


